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West Michigan LSSM Spotlight — January 2012 (desdliues. Jan. 10, 2012)

LSSM hosts mobile dental clinic for refugee children
By Doug Lachniet, Director of Major/Planned Giftsitheran Social Services of Michigan

It was a busy day on Dec. 19, 2011, when the GRapids office of Lutheran Social Services of Miamg
hosted a mobile “Smile” dental clinic for 35 refegehildren. A portable examination chair and deetglip-
ment were set up in the Refugee Services office.

“This was a great opportunity for many kids who éaever even seen a dentist yet, and probably wauld
have for quite a while,” said Dana Doll, refugeevgms caseworker.

The clinic was run by a dentist and a team of hyigis from Smile Programs mobile dentigig{://
www.mobiledentists.con/ Karyn Detmer, Grand Rapids medical coordinaborliSSM Refugee Services,
worked with two interns to organize the event. RetiServices staff members worked all day cooritigat
the dental clinic and providing transportation tiee families. An interpreter was hired to help explto the
children and their parents what was going on.

“Of course, a few tears were shed, but mostly welsappy faces,” said Detmer. One reason for thattiva
“store” they had set up for the families, whereytbeuld pick out donated toys, warm clothes, baotd coats
before they left.

“We plan on doing this twice a year from now on wisehool is out, during winter break and in theifbreg
ning of summer,” said Detmer. “All in all, we wevery happy with the results and have recommended th
dental clinic to other refugee programs in the drea

We are providing this health service, and the wealathing, to ensure the well-being of refugee at@idwho
badly need our help. If you would like to donatemvavinter clothes, boots, coats, hats, gloves aadves
for our refugees, please contact Dana Doll at @ls$m.org or 616-356-1934.

For Lutheran Social Services’ free monthly e-newtks, Epistle, register at www.Issm.org.
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