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Greetings in Christ!  This is my first full week, my first newsletter article 
following my first Sunday...a lot of “firsts” mean a lot of changes.  Change 
is often difficult because it brings the unknown and that’s hard for most of 
us who like things orderly and predictable.  Yet, at the same time, change 
can be exciting and adventuresome, bringing newness and freshness into 
our lives. 
 
That’s really been the case for me and my wife Jane...leaving a church af-
ter sixteen years and coming into a new setting has certainly brought with 
it a lot of changes, but ones that have been exhilarating and meaningful.  
Our reception last Sunday (June 19th) was wonderful, everyone so welcom-
ing and warm. 
 
All this brings me to say two things...first of all, it is so evident that Bread 
of Life is filled with really great people who know one another and care 
about each other deeply.  You truly are the “poster child” for what it 
means to be a believing “community” and a “ family” of faith.  In my minis-
try I have always stressed that the church must be a place where members 
feel “at home” and where they find the acceptance, care and understanding 
we all need.  Bread of Life is certainly that place.  I believe it was Henri 
Nouwen who wrote that “Christianity is not a doctrine, it’s a relationship”.  
A relationship with God and with one another that defines who we are...it’s 
living in grace! 
 
Secondly, going back to “change”.  In the midst of the journey of life there 
is always change going on except in one place...our relationship with God.  
His love for us never changes, his acceptance of us never varies and his gra-
cious presence in our lives never falters.  The one constant in my life has 
been God’s gifts of love, grace and forgiveness.  What joy there is in know-
ing that that never changes. 
 
In my first interview at BOL Gordon Oberg asked me what my favorite 
verse was and I quickly responded, Romans 8:38-39, where the Apostle 
Paul writes “For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor 
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the 
love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
 
And so we begin a journey together...a new relationship build and founded 
on the one certainty in life...God’s love for us.  I am thrilled to be your pas-
tor...I eagerly await the days, months and years ahead to share with you 
with wonder and joy of being a family of God! 
 
May God continue to bless you and all your loved ones, take care. 
Pastor Paul����
�
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