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West Michigan LSSM Spotlight — November 2011

November is National Adoption Month
By Doug Lachniet, Director of Major/Planned Giftgjtheran Social Services of Michigan

Have you considered adopting a child? When Lynkaendn Chase were married in 2002, Lyn felt God-tell
ing them to adopt. It didn’t make sense. She hegktljoung children from a previous marriage ang tial a
lot of debt. They prayed, researched and waited.

In July 2005, their 9-month-old nephew Dean waseqadan kinship care with them. After 16 months, the
court ordered him back with his birth mother. “Werer devastated,” Lyn said. A year later they |leduaaout
adoption from foster care, with little cost. “Afteruch prayer, we decided to pursue that,” Lyn s#idd we
agreed to save a bed for our nephew, just in c&8beén Dean entered foster care, Kevin and Lyn wibdie
becoming licensed foster parents. In 2009, thedamye back to the Chases, and they did an adoptioe h
study. “The adoption was finalized on Oct. 6, 204 Dean became our son.”

In Dec. 2010, their adoption worker told them tvldiags were available for adoption, one with Dosym-
drome. After the holidays, they learned the chitddneere sisters, both with medical issues. The foatem
described the girls, and their hearts melted. Kevid Lyn talked it over with sons, Dean, 7, anch,]Ja3.
Though he wanted a brother, Dean was alright wetlirgg two sisters instead.

“Nine years ago, God placed it on our hearts tpatbe least of these,’ just as He has with ug lsaid.
“Who are we to turn down such wondrous gifts?” Bdeption of their daughters, Ruby, 3, and Mara, 22
months, will be finalized on Michigan Adoption Daesday, Nov. 22.

Does this sound like something you could do? Pleastact Lutheran Adoption Service
(www.lasadoption.orgto learn more.

For Lutheran Social Services’ free monthly e-newtks, Epistle, register at www.Issm.org.
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